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THE GENIUS OF MR. BUCKSTONE. 


Ir we were asked who we considered to be 
the Proteus of the age, we would unhesita- 
tingly answer, Mr. Buckstone. He is for 
ever and anon angling for something new; 
and what he hooks up out of his expanse 
of imagination always proves to be rare 
tit-bits and very delicate morsels. He is, 
in his way, as capital a cook as is that emi- 
nent Lord and Porson of the Poultry, 
Mons. Soyer. 
Everybody likes Mr. Buckstone, and 
consequently we like him too. Everybody 
likes Mr. Buckstone’s writings, and as a 
natural consequence, of course, we like 
them too—not that we always agree with 
the vernacular opinions of others, or follow 
in the footsteps of the Ruffs who go before 
us for strict criticism any more than others 
who write—like them we, no doubt, possess 
the fiery ordeal, and are prone to entertain 
a perverse opinion concerning men and 
things of our own, which those who have a 
goose-quill to drive may not always find it 
easy to agree with or to shake: but be that 
as it may (Nym says things must be as they 
may) we are emboldened to say that, he is 
a discontented fellow who could find fault 
with Mr. Buckstone’s last production, his 
pantomime, for Harlequin and the Three 
Bears; or, Little Silver Hair and the 
Fairies does the Comedian in the Hay- 
market as much credit as “ The last Fruit 
off an Old Tree” does honour (perhaps a 
final one) to that classical writer of the last 
half-century, Walter Savage Landor. Even 
as the Conversations of Greeks and Romans 
fail not to proclaim the genius of the Author 
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and the Poet, who might have lived con- 
temporary with Aischylus, Euripides, or 
Sophocles. The Green Bushes, Cousin 
Joe, An Alarming Sacrifice, and Harlequin 
and the Three Bears fail not to give usa 
Kaleidoscopic view and assurance of the 
Comedian, the Dramatist, and the Panto- 
mimist. 

In order to get up his pantomime at the 
Haymarket, Mr. Buckstone ascended to 
classical regions, scraped acquaintance with 
the poet Southey, and pressed into his ser. 
vice a Nursery Story, involving a relation of 
the adventures of Little Silver Hair and 
three grimalkins. The pantomime, upon 
its production, was very successful; but 
need we marvel at that? No! Nota 
jot! for Mr. Buckstone is himself a Panto- 
mimist—a very Harlequin of a progressing 
age, and we should not be very much sur- 
prised to learn, in another year or two, 
when he has had space for still further action 
and still more exertion, that he is about to 
appear as the bona- fide Clown himself, and 
will oblige the company with ‘ Hot Cod- 
lings,” and, forsooth, a real Flexmorian 
hornpipe ! 

With so many proofs of Mr. Buckstone’s 
versatile genius before us, we cannot resist 
the novelty of thinking that, if, as political 
writers asserts, Lord Palmerston should—in 
token of acknowledgment for his annular 
changes—ever take his place in our alma-. 
nacks beside lunar, as a Transit; sure y 
Mr. Buckstone should also be allowed to .. 
position in those literary chronologies o! 
the seasons at the same time, for whilst he 


continues to live among us he will most 
assuredly, as he has hitherto. done Afndk »ity 
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a point to tutes us at set ited with al 
things and good sayings, even as Lord 
Palmerston does, in putting his shoulder to 
the wheel to break and split up cabinets—for 
certain, that season shall not pass without 
our having something of Buckstone ;—a 
Buckstone in the ascendent, We might as 
well seek for something entirely immaculate 
on earth as watch for that anno mundi when 
Buckstone shall produce nothing whereby 
we may regale our optical and mental 
’ faculties with real delight. 

But what shall we say (personally) of his 
last production—his pantomime? That it 
is the work of an artist? Yes, it is the 
work of an artist—it pleases; we saw in its 
construction something really pantomimic 
and funny. The Messrs. Growl are capital 
fellows, and they are played capitally—the 
big Black Bear growling very loudly, the 
moderated Brown Bear growling less loudly, 
and the small wee White Bear growling less 
loudly than either: ‘‘Somebody’s been 
sitting in my chair,” ‘‘Somebody’s been 
sitting in my chair,” ‘‘ Somebody’s been 
sitting in my chair, and knocked the bottom 
out.” All this is written very well and 
acted very well, and Little Silver Hair and 
all the rest of the personages in the opening 
are likewise well drawn and well acted—for 
whilst the pantomimists acquit themselves 
as pantomimists should do, the Cochin 
China Fowl enters with a ‘‘ Cock-a-doo-dul- 
du,” to increase the hilarity and good 
humour of the audience. Nor should we 
omit mention of the clever musical attain- 
ment of the Messrs. Marshall—the Clown 
(Mr. H.) in particular, who, in addition to 
performing solos a la Bottesini, ala Pagi- 
nini, on the violin in excellent style, brings 
into requisition a gridiron, upon which he 
performs “Pop goes the weazel” and 
variations: added to which, as a crowning 
point, both Clown and Harlequin dance a 
hornpipe and perform on the violin at the 
same time. 

Tn conclusion, we have only to hope that 
Mr. Buckstone may yet be amongst us for 
some years to come, and that he may yet 
enrich our store of stagic literature with the 
productions of his own able pen to good 
purpose and reputation. B. W. W. 


“METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 


Drury Lane.—There will be no change in 











the cullen at this aaa until the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Brooke, on the 30th. The 
house continues to fill every evening. The 
pantomime has proved an immense “ hit,” 
being the best for the last twenty years. 
-~——Haymarket.—Miss Cushman made 
her first appearance here this season on 
Monday, and was warmly welcomed by an 
overflowing house. She sustained the part 
of Biancha, in the play of Fazio, with her 
usual skill and judgment; she will, no doubt, 
be a great acquisition to the company. On 
Saturday The Hope of the Family will be 
repeated. Mr. Palgrave Simpson’s new 
comedietta is in rehearsal, and will be 
speedily produced. —— Astiry’s. — The 
wonderful performances of the wise ele- 
phants, and the truly laughable pantomime 
of Billy Button’s Journey to Brentford, have 
been drawing crowded houses at this popular 
establishment, since the commencement of 
the holidays. The highly approved bill of 
fare will remain without alteration during 
the present week. Surrey.—Tobin’s 
comedy of The Honeymoon, selected for 
performance before her Majesty at Windsor 
Castle last Thursday evening, will be re- 
presented every evening during the week at 
this theatre. Mr. Creswick sustains the 
character of the Duke Aranza; Miss Eliza 
Clayton plays Juliana; and Miss Emily 
Sanders, Violante. Miss Thorne makes 
her first appearance in the part of Zamora. 
The pantomime continues to attract nu- 
merous audiences. MaryYLEBONE.—A 
tragedy in the early period of British history 
is in rehearsal at this theatre. The story is 
taken from one of the legends in Geoffrey 
of Monmouth’s chronicle, upon which Sack- 
ville’s tragedy of Gorboden and Shakspeare’s 
King Lear were founded. Mr. J. W. Wal- 
lack and Mrs. Wallack are to play the two 
principal characters. —-—-QuEEN’s.—A new 
domestic drama, to be called The Rockites ; 
or, the Black Wolf’s Glen, founded on some 
dramatic incidents said to have occurred 
during the agrarian disturbances in Ireland, 
under the leadership of that terrible myth, 
Captain Rock. Great Nationa THe- 
ATRE,—A great fact in theatrical statistics 
has been put forth by Mr. Douglas, the 
lessee of this theatre, namely, that the pan- 
tomime has been witnessed by one hundred 
and thirty-eight thousand persons. City 














or Lonpon.—A drama on the same subject 





as the piece at the Adelphi, has been done 
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for this establishment, and was produced on 
Monday night, with the title of 4 Struggle 
for Gold ; or, A Mother's Prayer and the 
Adventurer of Mexico. The grand effect of 
“the Sea of Ice,” was in reality startling be- 
yond anything ever witnessed on that stage. 
—— Royat Grecian.— The legitimate 
drama, with the new fairy pantomime, are 
found sufficiently attractive at this popular 
theatre to fill the house every evening. The 
dancing of Mrs. Conquest’s youthful pupils 
in the ballet incidental to to the pantomime 
is universally admired, and reflects the ut- 
most credit upon the lady under whose in- 
structions they have attained so much 
excellence in their graceful art. 


SURREY MUSIC HALL. 
In our last week’s notice we evidently 
omitted the name, amongst the favourites at 
this noted place of amusement, of Mr. Ker- 
ridge ; this gentleman is a pleasing singer, 
and never attempts a note beyond his own 
natural compass of voice. Miss E. Ker- 


ridge, his daughter, some thirteen years of 
age, whose singing frequently brings forth 
a double encore from the audience, has been 
solely tutored by her father, and her mas- 


terly execution reflects great credit on both 
tutor and pupil. To those of our readers 
who did not see our last week’s Journal, we 
will merely mention, in reference to this 
Hall, the words of a contemporary, as to the 
ladies and gentlemen who are now on these 
boards :—‘* Mr. Templeton, only acknow- 
ledged second to Sims Reeves; Mr. Mc 
Gowan, the greatest comic actor and singer 
ever engaged within these walls; Mrs. 
Templeton, a beautiful Mezzo-soprano; and 
Mons. Fillis and Sons, in their incredible 
performances.” Mr. Aston, manager of 
the St. Helena Gardens, (of which Mr. R. 
Preece is also the proprietor, as well as of 
this Hall), and also of this establishment, takes 
his annual benefit on Wednesday, February 
‘8th, and from his uniformly gentlemanly 
conduct at all times to ourselves and our 
‘Surrey reporter, we are, in common justice, 
bound to wish heartily that it may prove a 
real benefit to him. On this night a testi- 
monial will be presented to Mr. W. Warde, 
see advertisement, last page. 


DRAMATIC PERFORMANCES AT 
WINDSOR CASTLE, 
A pRamatic performance took place on 








Thursday evening in the Castle. Her 
Majesty the Queen and his Royal Highness 
Prince Albert entered the Reuben’s Rooms 
at eight o’clock, accompanied by their Royal 
Highnesses the Prince of Wales, the 
Princess Royal, Prince Alfred, the Princesses 
Alice, Helena, and Louisa, the dinner and 
evening company, and the ladies and gentle- 
men in attendance. The Queen, Prince, 
and the illustrious circle being seated, the 
performances immediately commenced, and 
consisted of Tobin’s comedy (compressed 
into three acts) of Z'he Honeymoon, and a 
farce in one act, by Mr. Mark Lemon, en- 
titled The Camp at Chobham; and the 
parts were filled according to the following 
programme :— 
THE HONEYMOON. 
Duke Aranza Mr. Walter Lacy. 


Count Montalban Mr. G. Everett. 
Rolando Mr. A, Wi an. 


Miss Desborough, 
Nobles, Servants, &c. 


THE CAMP AT CHOBHAM, 
Captain Damer Mr. Leigh Murray, 
Captain Rosely Mr. Parselle. 

Mr, Jackson Cadbury 
Corporal Martin 
Jones 

Stanton 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
NOTICE. 

Tue lth Volume, for 1853, is now ready, and may be had 
at our office, 113, Fleet Street, of Lacy, Wellington Street, 
Strand, and Harris, Bow Street. Price 4s. 6d. 

Notice TO MANAGERS OF THEATRES.—In consequence 
of several persons using our name at various theatres, and 
thereby obtaining admittance, we beg to caution managers 
not to allow any person admittance unless they have the 
written authority from the proprietor, W. Bestow. 


AMATEUR.—We are much obliged for the information, and 
can assure our friend we have nothing to do with the 
individual he names. 

Comvus.—If you apply to Mr. Lacy, Wellington Street, 
Strand, I think you may get the Legend. The Vulgar 
Boy we think is not published. 

Buriter.—You can sce a model of Shakspeare’s House at 
Tussaud’s Exhibition. 

L. X. A—We beg to inform our frir correspondent that we 
derived our information from the most unimpeachable 
authority. Miss Rosa Cooper is married, and to the 
gentleman named; we are not aware of his age, but be- 
lieve it to be about three or four-and-twenty, The mar- 

riage took place in May or June. The other question we 
do dot feel at liberty to answer. The play is pronounced 
as spelt—Ingurtha. 
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8. Eaton.—It depends upon the merits, but £10 is con- 
sidered a good price. 


J. SuontmMan.—We never heard that the lady in question 
at the Princess’s was married. We canuot state her age 
to a certainty, to decide a wager. 


Civiias.—The letter is too long for our columns this week 
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THE MANAGER OF DRURY LANE, 


Tus spirited and liberal manager, who is 
gaining golden opinions from all classes, 
not only as the manager of the theatre, but 
for the daily, and we may almost say hourly 
benefits he is bestowing upon those he 
comes in contact with. His liberality to 
the poor during the inclemency of the 
weather has been most ample. The theatre 
has been surrounded daily by hundreds of 
poor creatures, who have received a loaf of 
bread and a quart of excellent soup. This 
is an entirely new era in the annals of 
theatricals, and ought not to go unnoticed. 

We understand this gentleman has been 
so successful in his theatrical speculations 
that he has been induced to purchase the 
old Shadwell Workhouse, in the parish of 
St. Paul, with the intention of building a 
theatre upon the site, which includes an 
area of 7,000 square feet. As there is no 
other place of dramatic entertainment within 
a wide circuit of this populous neighbour- 
hood, the speculation, if carried out with 
the spirit which has characterised Mr. 
Smith’s other undertakings, will be certain 
to command success. It is intended that 
the entertainments shall be in every respect 
similar to those at the west-end theatres— 
tragedy, comedy, farce, and ballet, besides 
equestrian performances, so that the fre- 
quenters may have an opportunity of wit- 
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Mr. Smith, we hope, will be supported in 
so laudable an undertaking. 
THE LETTERS OF ROUSSEAU 
IDLE. 


Lerrer VI, 

Wherein Mr. Idle idly writes to The Queen’s 
Most Excellent Majesty. 
Mapame,—Whether the greatest lady in 
the land will ever deign to scan the lucubra- 
tions of so humble a subject as I am, is, I 
confess, problematical enough; and, yet 
stranger things have sometimes happened in 
this world than ac ondescension so vast. 
Upon this chance, then, remote as it may be, 
I venture to say a few words to your Ma- 
jesty with respect to the best mode of en- 

couraging the drama, 

Mr. Charles Kean has received your 
Majesty’s commands to appear, on several 
occasions, at Windsor ; and, I will not pre- 
sume, madame, to assert vou have not done 
well in thus issuing your injunctions to the 
lessee of the Princess’s, or to dictate to your 
Majesty those actors best calculated to sus- 
tain the parts entrusted to them at the 
palace. I am willing to allow that Mr. 
Kean is a good actor in some parts; but, 
may I suggest that there are others of equal 
pretensions? How would it redound to the 
honour even of our monarch to promote 
struggling merit, as she, above all others, is 
able. ‘The names of a few of our most dis- 
tinguished performers may not be out of 
place here, as, at of least, not inferior talent; 
and, at the same time, it may be well to 
mention a few others, comparatively but 
little known to your Majesty, who are artists 
of ability. 

Mr. Kean is not capable of appearing in 
a certain range of art, such as the late John 
Kemble and some others excelled in. Why 
is not Mr. Vandenhoff more known to your 
giacious Majesty as Coriolanus, Creon, and 
Adrastus; Mr. Davenport is a rising tra- 
gedian—perhaps, as a gencral actor, as 
valuable as any on the boards; Mr. Ben- 
net, in the opinion of Rosseau Idle, has no 
common merit; although he holds a second- 


nessing a performance of a legitimate } rate place as a performer, surely the real 
character, that may add to the improvement | utility of royal patronage is to promote the 
of their morals, as well as to their amusement, | interests of sterling talent, rather than of 
This is a step in the right direction, for | two or three managers, Mr. Kean does 
there has been too much of the cué-throat | not seem to be of this opinion ; for he has 
dramas at this end of the metropolis, and | neglected to make such a suggestion where 
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it might be heard. Could not a new wom 
now and then, find its way to the Windsor 
theatricals, supported, let us say, by Miss 
Faucit, Miss Glyn, Mr. Betty, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wallack jun., and such a company as 
might be efficient for the purpose ? 

Revivals are of little service, except to 
gratify the vanity of artists who take care to 
exclude rivalry as much as possible. In or 
out of their theatres this has been the be- 
setting sin of managers; and now, “ that 
the blast of war rings in our ears,” it is a 
fit time to end this, and rouse the spirit of 
the nation by infusing new life and energy 
into our native drama. 


AN ANSWER TO “A, J. W.” 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—In answer to inquiries which appeared 
in your journal last week, respecting an ar- 
ticle in No. 731, I beg to say, first, that if 
* A, J. W.” would look at No. 731 again, 
and read carefully, he will see that the 
question is not ‘Who is the best light 
comedian?” but it is “Is Wigan our best 
comedian?” Second: If “A. J. W.” 
would be so good as to ask himself one 
question, viz., Does “J. W.” mean that 
Wigar.’s acting is worse for having a house 
of his own, or that his time is so taken up 
that he cannot study the preciseness of his 
characters? his own sense would tell him 
he means the latter. It is “J. W.’s” firm 
opinion that no manager ought to play in 
two pieces during the evening. Third: It 
is “ J, W.’s” opinion that Mr. Wigan has 
sel a capacity for a manager. 

Whether “ A, J. W.” buys the Theatrical 
Journal to examine and criticise those who 
have written any articles during the year, 
or whether he does it to see if I constantly 
take it or not, or rather, was this John 
Western a mere straggler that happened to 
buy it one week, and made himself busy by 
writing the next ; or whatever may be the 
opinion of my antagonist, concerning me, 
I can but say, in conclusion, that I have 
taken the journal for some years, and shall 
continue to do so as long as the pages are 
filled with their usual good articles. Can 
* A. J, W.” say as much. 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
J. Western. 

















_AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


‘SOHO. 

Since our last impression, the St. James’s 
Club has given a very pleasing night’s en- 
tertainment; the pieces were judiciously 
selected, the neat and interesting drama of 
Hearts are Trumps, the one-act drama of 
Where there’s a Will there’sa Way, and a 
farce, The Tipperary Legacy, formed the 
bill for the evening. The first piece was 
well cast and effectively played. Mr. Munro, 
as Ruby, was all that could be desired— 
well up in the part—and where he unfolds 
to his daughter his improper course of life, 
he was extremely affecting. Nor was Miss 
Cleveland the less so; we never saw her to 
better advantage. This young lady has 
sterling ability, but where we least expect 
to see her to advantage, she is invariably 
the more efficient. Mr. Terry, as Wag- 
staff, played the character as the author 
intended, with that cool indifference to all 
the troubles that surrounded him and his 
friends, which a person under such circum- 
stances naturally would. Mr. Blakely is 
much improved since he has gained more 
confidence ; and Joe Martin was admirably 
sustained by Mr. Shirley. Miss Love made 
the most of Susan Fletcher, and the curtain 
fell amidst unqualified approbation. The 
next piece went off with equal effect. Mr. 
Willoughby, as Don Manuel, was splendidly 
dressed; it is a character exactly suited 
to his style of acting, and he was quite at 
home ; the ease and vivacity with which he 
kept up the character would have done 
credit to C. Mathews or W. Lacy. Mr, 
Mowbray, in the character of De Pompo- 
leno, was lively and amusing, and kept the 
audience in good temper. Miss Helen Love, 
as the Princess, was both dignified and 
looked like Royalty, and was most appropri- 
ately dressed. ‘The other parts were ably 
filled, and the night’s entertainment went 
off with eclat. The house contained a host of 
elegantly dressed ladies, not forgetting the 
quantity of gentlemen who accompanied 
them. 

Friday evening another performance took 
place. The tragedy of Macbeth way played, 
and we were pleased in noticing the excel- 
lence of the costumes worn upon the occa- 
sion; we know of no minor theatre that can 
boast of such dresses, The chief novelty 


| of the night was the assumption of Macbeth 
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by Mr. Merkland, a most improving ama- 
teur; this gentlemen is going on at a steady 
pace, and we say at once, his portrayal of 
the character, as a whole, was highly cre- 
ditable to him, considering the importance 
of the character; not that he was always 
correct in either his reading or his acting. 
The dagger scene was much too violent,— 
there was noting ideal about it; no sur- 
prise of an exciting nature ; the expression 
of the countenance was all alike from first 
to last. Then the murdering scene, after 
quitting Duncan’s chamber, his description 
of the event was uttered too quick and loud ; 
no person who had committed an act of 
this description, and wished to keep the 
fact concealed, would speak at the extent of 
his voice, as was the case in this scene. In 
the banqueting scene he improved and 
warmed in the part, and this, we think, oc- 
curred in some measure in consequence of the 
fatigue, apparently, he had undergone. The 
last act was by far the best portion of Mr. 
Merkland’s acting; the announcement of 
the Queen’s death was well conceived, and 
the lines beginning ‘‘ To-morrow, and to- 
morrow,” were beautifully delivered. The 


dying scene, too, was cleverly managed, and 


met with applause. We have only space to 
notice briefly the Lady Macbeth of Miss 
Jane Montague; this young lady labours 
under very great disadvantages in a mascu- 
line character like this. Her features are 
too small to express the demon-like look 
that is necessary to strike the spectator with 
a revolting feeling at the acts and language 
she has to do and utter. Her first scene, 
in reading the letter, was the best; in the 
banqueting scene she lacked dignity and 
expression ; and in her sleep walking scene, 
on her exit, turned her back upon the audi- 
ence, instead of walking backwards, rubbing 
her hands. We do not expect perfection, 
but these are necessary points which should 
be observed. We shall be happy to see the 
young lady in a good comedy. 


THE SHERIDAN CLUB. 


Tuts talented corps of amateurs, which appears 
to have succeeded to the place in public favour, 
formerly occupied by the Histrionic Club, gave 
another of their entertainments on Wednesday 
last, at Sussex Hall; when their success far ex- 
ceeded that achieved by any of their previous 
efforts. Messrs. Stuart and Arrowsmith pre- 
sided at the pianoforte, and both gentlemen 
favoured the audience with specimens of their 
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“The Postman,”’ and the latter in a very talented 
buffo lyric, on the Russian question. A scenu 
from Jon, between Adrastus, Ion, and Crythes 
was admirably played by Messrs. Ballard, Gar- 
dener, and C, Poynter, who were severally called 
onattheend. The acting of Messrs. Ballard 
and Gardner, especially, are deserving of all 
possible praise. A long selection from the bur-~ 
lesque of Shylock, in which Mr. ‘Woolecott per- 
formed the Jew that Talfourd “drew,’’ followed ; 
and was certainly the gem of the evening. Mr. 
Woolcott is no copyist ; but gave a new and ex- 
ceedingly powerful reading of the part. He 
sings well, and introduced an entirely novel 
feature into the character, by endowing Shylock 
with an amount of agility that would have done 
honour to an India-rubber acrobat. The An- 
tonio of Mr. Coffin is also deserving of special 
notice, as an admirable piece of burlesque acting, 
and all the characters were very efficiently sus- 
tained. Morton’s farce of Chaos is come again, 
was another success. Mr. Donovan, in Jack 
Bunce, had a dashing light comedy part, which 
suited him; and Mr. Donovan, as Colonel Chaos, 
was as irritable as could be desired. In the 
well-known scene from The School of Reform, 
Mr. Woolcott again appeared, and achieved a 
legitimate success as Robert Tyke. Mr. Dawson 
recited ‘The Captive” and ‘The Song of the 
Shirt,” with great effect; and the evening’s 
amusements terminated with Deaf as a Post, in 
which Captain Templeton was admirably played 
by Mr. Donovan, while Mr. Coffin, in the part of 
Tristan Sappy, displayed a rich fund of humour, 
which would have secured the success of any 
piece, even if it were far inferior to Poole’s ad- 
mirable farce. It would be an act of injustice to 
Mr. 8. Poynter to pass unnoticed his imperson- 
ation of Mr. Walton. His ‘‘ make up” was ex- 
cellent, and we know few amateur performers of 
old men who would bear comparison with him, 
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Mancuester.—The pantomime at both houses 
continue very attractive, and draw very large 
audiences—the one at the Theatre Royal, of 
course, we always expect to be the principle one, 
the treasury being so much better filled. We 
doubt not the manager has already reaped a 
golden harvest. The one at the “ Queen’s”’ im- 
proves nightly, and almost vies with its Royal 
neighbour in splendour of scenery and elegance 
of costumes. It abounds in fun and frolic and 
some very nice dancing, We observe by adver- 
tisement that there are to be two or three juven- 
ile nights, commencing with the pantomime, 
which we have no doubt will be well attended. 

Liverroot.—Concert Harz.—On Saturday 
last the celebrated Juvenile Harpists, the Lock- 
wood Family, made their appearance at this 
establishment, and performed several of their 
best pieces, amongst which was Chatterton’s 
splendid solo, ‘Il Carnovali di Venezia,” ina 
very artistic style. 


MacciesFieLD.—THEATRE Royat.—Like most 
other provincial towns Macclesfield has had its 


vocal abilities, the: former in an original ballad | Christmas treat, in the shape of a pantomime 
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bearing the title of Harlequin Perseverence ; on Cuntositirs.—Died, after fourteen days suf- 


the Fairy of the Fast Age. The opening, which 
is written by Mr. Webb, is very meagre in the 
plots, but worked out with humourous and 
gladdening effects, with the mechanical figures 
constructed by Mr. Hurst. 


SuerrreLp.—Tueatre Royat.—The manage- 
ment has again been successful in the produc- 
tion of another new piece. It is an adaptation 
from Mrs. Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, entitled 
Slavery. Many alterations of the former have 
been made to fit it for theatrical representation. 
Great praise is due to Mr. Coleman, the adapter 
of the drama, for the artistic manner in which he 
has accomplished this, without committing any 
injustice to the work itself. 


NeEwcastLE.—The pantomime has proved the 
most successful one ever produced here. The 
scenery is splendid and quite a novelty. The 
charming Miss Nash, who personates the Spirit 
of Fire, adds greatly to the enchantment of the 
opening scene, and is received with great enthu- 
siasm nightly. 

Boston.—The Flowers of the Forest and Black 
Eyed Susan have proved very attractive here 
during the past week. 


Dersy.—Hengler’s Circus was to close last 
Saturday. The season has proved successful. 


CursTER.—Hamilton’s Cyclorama of America 
and the Mississippi has been exhibited here, at 
the Albion Hotel, with much success during the 
past week. 

CariisLE.—The Misses Pyne, Mr. H. Horn- 
castle, and Mr. W. Harrison sang at a concert 
here last Tuesday evening, given in the New 
Lecture Hall. 

SunpERLAND.—Cooke’s Circus continues to 
receive very general support from the admirers 
of equestrian feats. The morning performances 
have been particularly well attended. 


Worcester.—The concert announced by the 
Philharmonic Society for next Monday, will be 
most attractive. p Pd Amedei, Madame 
Weiss, Mr. Weiss, Mr. Land, Miss A. Goddard, 
and M. Sainton are to appear. The concert will 
be under the conductorship of Mr. Land. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 











Mrs. C. Kean continues dangerously ill. 

Drury Lanze.—A morning performance of the 
pantomime is announced at this theatre every 
Wednesday morning. 


ENTERTAINMENT AT THE Mansion Hovusr.—The 
name of the conjuror who gave such satisfaction 
at the juvenile entertainment which took place 
last week at the Mansion House, was Orginski 
Rosenfeld, not Rosenberg, as stated in the 
papers. 

Sacrep Harmonic Socirery.— Mendleshon’s 
oritorio of Elijah will be given at Exeter Hall, 
on Thursday, the 9th of February, by this 
society, under the direction of Mr. Costa. En- 

agements have already been made with Miss 
Lenin Pyne and Mr. Sims Reeves for the per- 
formance. 





fering, on Saturday, the 9th instant, Harlequin 
Columbus. The malady first showed itself on 
Monday, the 26th ult., and it is supposed that 
the want of friends to sympathise with him has- 
tened his premature demise. Several men of 
standing were called in to examine him, all of 
whom pronounced him to very bad indeed. In 
fact, there has been scarcely a case on record 
where some symptoms of transformation have 
not been visible; but this, from the beginning to 
the last scene of all, has given every evidence of 
a speedy dissolution. It is said that Alderman 
Challis and all those parties who are foremost 
in the erection of the monument to his Royal 
Highness Prince Albert, have found out an 
equally worthy object to open a second subscrip- 
tion, viz., testimonials to those managers who 
produce least novelty. There are two or three 
candidates, but it is supposed that Mr. Charles 
Kean will be the fortunate individual. 


When is a Harlequin, who has taken a leap, 
like a young lady and her husband who have 
just returned to their parents after a runaway 
match? When he is not received with open 
arms. 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS. 
(From the New York Spirit of the Times.) 


Risley’s Varieties opened January 2nd, with 
The Poor Gentleman, Burke as Ollapod, Mr. 
Burke is a favourite in Washington. 


Mr. Anderson and Miss Fanny Morant are at 
the Howard Athenzum, Boston; Miss Turnbull 
concluded an engagement at the National last 
week, 

Madame Sontag is giving concerts in Buffalo, 
and goes to Cincinnati. 


Miss Woodward is at the Metropolitan, Buffalo. 

Miss Kimberley is playing at Oswego. 

Miss Davenport is at the Cheshunt Street, 
Philadelphia. The Ravels are at the Walnut 
Street. 

Mr. Bourcicault’s Winter Evenings are very 
entertaining, and deservedly popular. 

Wattack’s.—Brougham’s new comedy of the 
Game of Life, with Old Time and New Time, fill 
this place every evening. 


ODE TO A CLOWN, 


Well Tom! so, “ Here we are again ! 
There, in thy well-known motley, 

And we, thy guests at pantomime, 
Packed to the cieling hotly. 

That grin again !—yes, ’tis the same, 
And with young feeling fraught, is ; 

When I could laugh with open breast 
At all thy quips, Tom Matthews ! 


And why not laugh as I was wont? 
Send care to wnig the cloisters ; 
Tom, turn thy toes, kick Pantaloon, 
Steal bonnets, buns, and oysters : 
Bolt thy ten yards of sausage, lad ; 
So the French soldiers taught us ; 
The knaves have had their coup d’etat, 
Now for the fools, Tom Matthews ! 
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Once more I feel a juvenile, 
With mop so white and ¢ surly 5 : 
I scream and stun the nursery maids, 
At Clown’s wild hurly -burly. 
A load of thirty years is gone, 
Life’s morn around my path is; 
The dreams of childhood fill my brain 
At thy cock-crow, ‘Tom Matthews ! 


And sce again, bright girls and boys 
Dear faces—how they gather! 

The same mad tricks amuse the son 
That erst have charmed the fathetr 

The cuckoo is the voice of spring, 
When the sweet daisy rath is; 

So though art childhood’s cuckoo-bird, 
When yule-logs burn, Tom Matthews ! 


It were no Christmas, wanting thee, 
On wild-goose chase still scudding ; 
No sauce were on the good roast beef, 
No plums in the plum pudding. 
The holly and the mistletoe 
Would flap like ravens at us, 
Were they to lack their complement 
In thy queer phiz, Tom Matthews. 


Thou, last of the old English Clowns, 
With good rough fal- de-ral- de, 

Broad grins, broad jests, broad every thing, 
Like honest Joe Gramaldi. 

No Frenchified flim-flams hast thou, 
With no more stuff than froth has ; 

Thy fun is like the heart of oak— 
True British growth, Tom Matthews. 


O, who would sternly judge thy craft ? 
Thy gentle, genial ‘fooling ? 

Shall Gaffer Grub ne’er quit his desk ? 
Sir Oracle his schooling ? 

Thy random bolts are wiser far 
Than their pedantic pathos ; 

To small-beer turned his blood must be 
Who scoffs at thee, Tom Matthews. 


Thy motley, crowns our holidays, 
Thy jokes dispel our sadness : 
Our own mad impulses find valves 
In thy well acted madness. 
So farewell Tom, and may’st thou share 
The mirth which thou hast brought us ; 
The merrymaker ne’er be sad, 
Nor care crush thee, Tom Matthews. 
Christmas, 1853. 


ADVERTIS EMENTS 


O THE THEATRICAL PROFESSION & OTHE RS. 

—Ladies and Gentlemen in the above Profession are 
respectfully informed that they can have their Portraits 
taken either in or out of character by the Daguerreotype 
process for FIVE SHILLINGS EACH. These portraits 
are taken by the last new and improved process, whereby 
they are warranted not to fade or change colour. Artists 
Rooms, at Mr. Worths, Theatrical Wig Maker, 97. Cornwall 
Road, Waterloo Road. Hours of Attendance, Daily, from 
10 tilldusk. Time of Sitting, One Minute. N.B. State 
of the weather of no importance. 
FPN\HEATRICAL AMATEURS.—The South London Dra- 

matic Company are in Wantof a FEW MEMBERS to 
complete their select corps, for the purpose of Playing ata 
Theatre Once a Month, The Subscriptions to be 2s 6d 
entrance fee, and 1s weekly; the object of which can be 
known of Mr. W. Butler, (Surrey Loan Office), 18, Chelten- 
ham Place, Westminster Road, Lambeth, on Wednesday 
Evening. between 6 and 9 o’clock. Entrance Fee, after the 
20th of February, 10s. 6d. 
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\ J ANTED, Several Ladies and Gentlemen to take Cha 


racters in a Private Theatrical Performance at the 
Cabinet Theatre, Liverpool Street, King’s Cross—being for 
the benefit of a professional gentleman ; those ladies and 
gentlemen who have never appeared will be accepted and 
instructed. The following pieces are se'ected for the occa- 
sion :—The Rent Day, Unfinished Gentleman, Wandering 
Minstrel, and The Farmer's Slory. Each person on taking 
a character will be expected to subscribe a small sum 
towards defraying the expenses of the performance. A 
limited number of cards of admission will be given. The 
audience to consist of the friends ef the subscribers. A 
casle of the characters, with a list of prices may be seen 
any evening frem 8 till 10, as above. All letters for this 
night to be addressed to A. A. Letters requiring an answer 
must contain a stamp. 
ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
magnificently re-decorate a Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Bali Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Cotlee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up in asuperiorstyle. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
points—while the while, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
d@il of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement. Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “ LaSonnambula,” “ Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” £ Les Huguenots,” * Puritani,” &c. And 
a grand Christmas programme of. Dance Music, including, 
the ‘‘Clown’s,” ‘ Distribution,” ‘‘ Sultan,” “ Osborne ” 
and ** Nice Young Maidens’” Qudrilles. The ** Violante” 
and “ Princess Mary’s ’ Waltzes. The “ British Queen,’’ 
“ Cadogan,” and brant ye al Polkes. The “ Con- 
stance”’ and “Koh-i-noor” Galops, &c. Doors open at 
a o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission 1s. 
. The Proprietor begs to announce that his LAST 
BAL TasauE this season, is fixed for Thursday, Feb. 
9th. Gentlemens’ Ticket, 5s. Ladys’ Ticket, 3s. each. 


IP\HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 

LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess. Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour: d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





URREY MUSIC HALL, Southwark Bridge Road.— 
- Testimonial to Mr. W. Warde. To be presented on 
the Night of Wednesday, Februaszy 8th, 1854. It is pro- 
posed by the Proprietor and several Gentlemen, old fre- 
quenters of this Hall, to present Mr. W. WARDE witha 
Testimonial, as a memento of respect and esteem in appre- 
ciation of his talent and indefatigable exertions for upwards 
of 13 Years, as a Comic Singer and Writer, of this Estab- 
lishment,—during whieh period producing from his genius 
an inexhaustible Fund of Amusement; a succession of 
Comic Novelties and Performances, including 600 different 
Songs, Sung by him on the Surrey Music Hall Boards, 
together with his urbanity of manners, philanthropic dis- 
position, and ability in all Charitable matters, have gained 
for him the highest admiration by the Patrons and Visitors 
of this popular Concert Hall. Messrs. Ashton and Graham, 
— Music Hall, Treasurers, 
"SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Three Months .......000+- 00 
Six Months . Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months............. . Four Shillings 

Published every Wednesday ‘Aftemenn at4 o'clock by 
G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes- 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black, 
friar’s road ; Gilbert, Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson- 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; anda]! Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats and Mr- 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. ‘To be had by order in anv of the Provincial 
Towns. 

London: Printed by H. M. Potiert, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—January 25th, 1854, 
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